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Classification Decision: 


Objectionable. 

Display Conditions: 

Not Applicable. 

Descriptive Note: 

Not Applicable. 

• • 

Direction to issue a label has been given on: Not Applicable. 


• • 

SUMMARY OF THE REASONS FOR DECISION: 

The book entitled Blood Lovers is classified as: 

Objectionable. 

The book consists of explicit descriptions of sexual activity between teenage boys. It 
includes references to the youthful physique of the characters, who are aged between 
14 and 16 years. Two of the boys are bound and used for the sexual gratification of 
other boys without prior consent. The descriptions of youthfulness and coercion are 
written in a titillatory manner within a book of which the purpose is to sexually arouse 
the reader. The effect is to legitimise the activities. The publication therefore tends to 
promote and support the practices described within. The fact that both boys, despite 
initial fright and lack of consent, eventually enjoy and consent to sexual activity, 
strengthens the likelihood that coercion is viewed as a successful means to acquiring a 
sexual partner. 

Because the publication tends to promote and support the exploitation of young 
persons for sexual purposes, and tends to promote and support the use of coercion to 
compel persons to participate in, and submit to, sexual conduct, it is deemed to be 
objectionable under s3(2) of the Films, Videos, and Publications Classification Act 
1993. Where a publication is deemed to be objectionable, the rights and freedoms 
contained within si4 of the New Zealand Bill of Rights Act 1990 cannot be applied. 
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